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1. Marsyas, follower of the god Dionysus, who boasted of
his skill in playing the flute. He loses the musical contest
and suffers a terrible death.

2. Olympus, friend of Marsyas, who mourns

3. Dionysus, god of wine, who weeps for Marsyas

4. Satyr, follower of Dionysus holding the thyrsus, a staff
5. Athena, goddess who invented the flute

6. Apollo, god of the sun who played the lyre

7. Nike, goddess of victory, crowning Apollo as winner of
the musical contest

8. Muses, goddesses of the arts, who judged the contest

Online Resources:

Hirsch Library Online Catalog

Mosaic Panels, The Musical Contest between
Apollo and Marsyas

Unknown Roman

Roman, Roman Empire, 100-300 AD

Stone and glass mosaic, Overall: 87 x 135 in. (221.0 X 342.9 cm)
Panel A: 87 x 65 1/2 in. (221 X 166.4 cm)
Panel B: 87 x 73 in. (221 X 185.4 cm)

Museum purchase funded by Lee and Joe Jamail, the Alice Pratt Brown
Museum Fund , and in 2011, the Agnes Cullen Arnold Endowment Fund
in memory of Peter C. Marzio

This mosaic represents a famous scene in Greek and Roman mythology:
The crowning of the god Apollo after his defeat of the satyr Marsyas in a
musical contest. Apollo, seated on the right, is crowned by the goddess of
victory, Nike. The lyre, a harp-like instrument, that he played upside
down to win, is by his side. The two women who stand behind him are
muses of the arts who judged the contest. The tree behind Apollo
flourishes with green leaves, symbolizing his victory.

Marsyas, standing in the center, looks miserable and defeated, his double
flute broken, a part in his hand and a part thrown to the ground by his
feet. His companion, the young Olympus, wearing Eastern dress and cap,
mourns his friend's loss.

Dionysus, god of wine, seated on the left rests his head on one hand and
weeps for his follower Marsyas. Dionysus wears a crown of grapes and ivy.
An old satyr holds his thyrsus, a long ribboned staff. The goddess of
wisdom, Athena, wearing a helmet, stands behind Dionysus. It was she
who invented the flute. The tree behind the defeated group stands leafless
and dying, a symbol of Marsyas' soon terrible fate, to be skinned alive.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History

Articles: (full-text access available on-site; off-site access available through your school library or Houston Public Library)

Kondoleon, Christine. “Timing Spectacles: Roman Domestic Art and Performance.” Studies in the History of Art 56 (1 1 320-341.

Panayotopoulou, Anastasia. “Roman Mosaics from Sparta.” British School at Athens Studies 4 (1998): 112-118.

Print Resources:

GREEK AND ROMAN

MOSAICS

MOSAICS MHISTORY

THE NEAR EAST FROM LATE ANTIQUITY TO ISLAM

G.W. BOWERSOCK

Stories
in Stone |8

CONSERVING

MOSAICS OF
ROMAN AFRIC

ELLEN swieT @)
Style and

Function in
Roman

Decoration

Living with Objects and Interiors

Stories in Stone: Tunisian Mosaics: Style and Function in

Conserving Mosaics of Treasures from Roman
Roman Africa Africa

Mosaics as History:
The Near East from the

Late Antiquity to Islam

Greek and Roman

Mosaics Roman Decoration



http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/searchBasic
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42622248
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40960263
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=171204
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=171204
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138470
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138470
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138470
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117081
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117081
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117081
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=128891
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=128891
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=128891
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138551
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138551
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=128891
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117081
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=171204
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138470
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=138551

Bibliography

General Surveys of Ancient Egyptian Art

Gardner, Helen, Fred Kleiner, and Christin J. Mamiva. Gardner's Art Through the Ages. 12th ed. Belmont: Thomas/Wadsworth, 200s.
N 5300 .G25 2005 Ref.

Janson, H. W., and Penelope Davies. Janson's History of Art: The Western Tradition. 7th ed. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall,
2007. N 5300 .J3 2007 Ref.

Stokstad, Marilyn, and David A. Brinkley. Arz History. 3rd ed. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008. N 5300 .S923 2008 Ref.

Roman Art, History, and Culture

Beard, Mary, and John Henderson. Classical Art: From Greece to Rome. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. N 5610 .B295 2001 Ref.

Bernard, Andreae. The Art of Rome. New York: H. N. Abrams, 1977. N 5760 .A4813 1977

Bianchi Bandinelli, Ranuccio. Rome, the Late Empire: Roman Art, A.D. 200-400. New York: G. Braziller, 1971. N 5763 .Bs13 1971 Reserve

Brilliant, Richard. Roman Art from the Republic to Constantine. London: Phaidon, 1974. N 5760 .B74 1974 Reserve

Grant, Michael. Art in the Roman Empire. London: Routledge, 1995. N 5760 .G74 1995 Reserve

Henig, Martin. A Handbook of Roman Art: A Comprebensive Survey of All the Arts of the Roman World. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1983.
N 5760 .H36 1983 Reserve

Onians, John. Classical Art and the Cultures of Greece and Rome. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999. N 5610 .O5 1999 Reserve

Strong, Donald. Roman Art. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1976. N 5760 .S68 Reserve

Roman Mosaics

Anthony, Edgar Waterman. A History of Mosaics. New York: Hacker Art Books, 1968. NA 3750 .Ass 1968

Blanchard-Lemée, Michele. Mosaics of Roman Africa: Floor Mosaics from Tunisia. New York: George Braziller, 1996. NA 3770 .Bs3313 1996

Dorigo, Wladimiro. Late Roman Painting: A Study of Pictorial Records 30 BC-AD so0. London: Dent, 1971. ND 2555 .D6513 1971b
Dunbabin, Katherine. Mosaics of the Greek and Roman World. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999. NA 3760 .D86 1999 Reserve

Kondoleon, Christine. Antioch: The Lost Ancient City. Princeton: Princeton University Press in association with the Worcester Art Museum,

2000. N 5868 .A75 K66 2000

Ling, Robert. Ancient Mosaics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998. NA 3760 .L46 1998 Reserve

Winkes, Rolf. Roman Paintings and Mosaics. Providence: Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of Design, 1982. ND 2575 .R65 1982

Mythology

Aghion, Iréne, Claire Barbillon and Francois Lissarrague. Gods and Heroes of Classical Antiquity. Paris: Flammarion, 1996.

N 7760 .A3413 1996 Ref.
Bowder, Diana. Who Was Who in the Roman World, 753 BC-AD 476. DG 203 .W 46 Ref.

Bulfinch, Thomas, and Bryan Holme. Bu/finch’s Mythology: The Greek and Roman Fables I//ustrated. New York: Viking Press, 1979.
BL 721 .B84 1979

Hall, James. Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art. 2nd ed. Boulder: Westview Press, 2008. N 7560 .H34 2008 Ref.

Van Keuren, Frances Dodds. Guide to Research in Classical Art and Mythology. Chicago: American Library Association, 1991.
N 7760 .V3 1991



http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=111867
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=110917
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=110917
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?searchId=38&recCount=50&recPointer=0&bibId=111557
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=50797
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=22657
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=22812
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=22713
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=16985
http://hirsch.mfah.local/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=22757
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=42463
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=22801
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=20740
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=32778
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=26276
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=61506
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=45537
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=45537
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=52459
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=5009
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=33302
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=33386
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=14288
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=130810
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=4855

This reference guide is just the tip of the iceberg on helpful resources in the library’s holdings. Many of the suggested resources above have
their own bibliographies. Each of these may lead you to other resources that would also be helpful in your research here in the museum or
in another library. To find additional resources, use keywords such as “mosaic” and “Roman decoration” in the on-line catalog and periodi-
cal indexes. Once you find a few relevant titles, pay attention to the subject headings to identify similar materials. Examples of useful sub-
ject headings are:

Mosaics, Roman

Mosaics, Hellenistic
Mythology, Greek, in art
Rome--Social life and customs

For guidelines about writing it may be helpful to look at Sylvan Barnet’s A Short Guide to Writing about Art, which includes tips for
looking, reading, and writing about art. Ask for it at the reference desk. At every stage of your work, please allow the library staff to help
you. We can be reached at 713-639-7325 or hirsch@mfah.org



